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Editorial. 
AT last the long agony is over. The electoral votes have been counted. The presidential question is settled. The" com-
miss'ion" has collapsed. The congressional ' bear-garden is 
closed for the season, and will give no more exhibitions until 
cold December shall arrive. Nearly one year has been con-
sumed in the nomination and election of a Chief Magistrate who 
will serve the nation but four years. Thirty or forty thousand 
ignorant and vicious voters in two large northern cities, with 
untold thousands of weak and timid illiterates in the southern 
states, have v'irtually made a near approach to the disrupti~n of 
the republic. Through the combined efforts of buyers and bull-
dozers, the wishes of at least a half million intelligent, honest 
citizens have been so far neutralized that the successful candi-
date for the highest office within the gift of the people secures a 
majority of but one in the electoral college. And at what a fear-
ful cost has that one vote been finally determined in his favor! 
Think of five months of bitter partisan strife; five months of pop-
ular fear and anxiety as to the fate of the government; five 
months of unsparing denunciation, of charges and counter-
charges, crimination and recrimination, falsification and subor-
nation; five months of general stagnation in the business of the 
country, and three months of neglected, though pressing public 
interests in the national councils. 
count of the equally useless partisan investigations, the waste of 
resources involved in the masterly inactivity of the legislative 
department of the government, all afford some data for deter-
mining the wasteful aggregate. This, however, is the lowest pos-
sible view to be taken of the case. The expense of determining 
I that one vote is but a trifle in comparison with the dangers to which the public peace and the stability of the government 
h'ave been exposed. Such dangers· are among the preventible 
ills that a popular government is heir to. They are more easily 
I avoided beforehand than overcome when they actually appear. 
I 'A far-sighted statesmanship will look to the causes that produce, 
no less than to the doubtful expedients that are designed to avert 
such calamities. With a free expression of opinion at the ballot-
box, with no buying at the north, or bull-dozing at the south, 
there could have been no question as to a decisive verdict by the 
people. In such a case no crisis would have been possible. 
From such a decision there could have been no appeal. And 
the WEEKLY is moved to add that, were the means of education 
equal to the necessities of the people throughout the republic, 
they would themselves decide all such questions without the in-
tervention of perambulating committees, mysterious telegrams, 
clandestine remittances, or temporary tribunals. Respectable 
gentlemen of both parties could then remain under their own 
vines and fig trees instead of waiting upon returning boards in 
far distant states. Partisan committees would be spared the un-
natural strain upon their virtuous sensibilities occasioned by their 
mutual disclosures of so much dishonesty and corruption. The 
judges of our highest court could remain in their easy chairs, 
unvexed by the turmoils of partisan strife, untainted with even 
the suspicion 01 party ties, and devoted to the dignities of their 
exalted office of interpreting and expounding the sublime myste-
ries of the law. 
The paramount question now arises, are we likely to profit by 
our recent experience? Are we disposed to take warning from 
the dangers that have menaced us? Shall we continue to ignore 
causes and pel'Jist in relying upon empirical ami uncertain expe-
dients? Is the doctrine that the means 'of education should be 
coextensive 'with the exercise of suffrage still to be practically re-
garded as a myth by those who claim to be statesmen? Are the 
educational interests of millions of people to be left to the tender 
mercies of those who are opposed to education? Or, are whole 
states impoverished by the calamities of war to be left without 
encouragement and assistance in the necessarily expensive un-
dertaking of giving to one half of their total population the rudi-
ments of knowledge, and the training that is to fit them for the 
duties of citizenship? Is the nation to remain indifferent to the 
quality of the instruction imparted at the south? Is the juvenile 
mind of any portion of the country to be poisoned with those 
heresies which, once spwn, become the germs of future rebellions 
and the perpetual obstacles to national unity, strength, pros-
perity, and happiness? 
The political and social demoralization growing out of such a 
state of affairs is incalculable. Even the pecuniary cost is be-· 
yond computation. But it is none the less real. The idleness, 
dissipation, loss of time and wages by multitudes tempted from 
their proper vocations through the excitem!!nt and uncertainties 
of the long-deferred ' decision, the useless expenditl.lres on ac-
The WEEKLY insists that these questions are perfectly pertinent 
to the present hour. It claims that they should be ~altPlY· and 
carefully considered by the patriotic and the thoughtful through-
9ut the repUblic. It believes tha,t .they should be pe~istently 
pressed· home upon the people aad the representatives of the peo-
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pIe everywhere. It ventures to suggest 'tha't the press of the 
country can in no way better subserve '-the truest interests of the 
country than in keeping before the people the parl),mount lesson 
of the recent menacing crisis in our national affairs. Unfortu-
nately, too many of those who ought to give some thought to 
these subjects are so thoroughly engrossed with private affairs or 
with o.ther phases of public affairs, that little attention is be-
. stowed upon the first principles of national well-being. Our 
~fatesmanship is too much absorbed in partisau"ship. The igno-
rance or indifference of many of our ' public men as to the true 
nature of education, and its bearings upon the institutions of 
goyernment, and upon the general welfare, is lamentable to be-
hold. The apathy ot our statesmen as a class, upon this subject, 
is the chief obstacle to an advance movement against the igno-
rance of ~he country. A true statesman is a friend ~ well as a 
leader of the people, and he thinks, plans, and labors for their 
interests at all times and in all places. A true demagogue, on 
~he other hand, is preeminently a; leader of himself. , He is the 
centra:l sun of that entire, elaborate system of tactics that revolves 
l!-round him. He plays upon the prejudices and passions of th,e 
people that he may aggrandize himself. He would ke~p his 
constituents in that state of ignorance or of semi-intelligence 
tl}at prevent~ them from penetrating and thwart.ing his selfish 
a.IJ.d 11mb.itious designs. Of this class we have a surplus. Of true 
stl!-tesmen we have a lamentable deficiency, and this is our na-
tional mi~fortune. 
We have heretofore endeavored to throw some light upon the 
condition of education in the South as a radical source of natic;:mal 
weakness. A few more facts bearing upon the subject will not 
be out'ofplace in this connection. In 1870 only 67,000 white 
and 10,000 colored children, 77,000 in all, between the ages of 
five and eighteen years in the state of Georgia, s~w the inside of 
school houses, out of the whole number of 407,000. In 1871 
the whole number of children reported was 427,000; only 53,-
551 of the whole attended school, and these averaged only two 
and a half months for each child during the year. This igno-
rance is not only winked at by leading citizens but t's enforced by 
them and their followers throughout that state. From a letter 
written by a promi'nent educator in Georgia, under date of April 
10, 1876, we make the following extract. The letter is embodied 
in the speech of Hon. Henry W. Blair, of the United States 
House of Representatives, heretofore referred to in these col-
umns. The wl'iter had been familiar with the standard of edu-
cation in middle Georgia for thirty years, twenty-five of which 
had been spent in labor,ious teaching. He says: 
. ," I regret the necessity of reporting to you, after a life nearly 
spent in earnest labor opening views to the yo.ung on the fields 
of science, that the standard of educatt"on in all our common schools 
is lowen·ng. The next census will show more white adults in 
. Georgia unable to read and write than did that of the last decade. " 
Senator'Pease, of Mississippi, in a speech deliv~red in the 
United 'States Senate, JanuarY '26, 1875, says: 
"When the state of MisSissippi was 'reconstructed there was 
_not a single free school in the state. In three years, over two 
thousand school houses were built,and over three thousand schools 
were organized. Nearly one hundred thousand 'children were 
receiving tuition in these schools. The same was true of Ten-
nessee in 1:868. But when a change in the status of the political 
parties .occurred, the schools were closed. This was true also of 
Georgia." 
The schools were practically abolished, and that state accord-
in~ tc:> S~n~~,?r :re~e "~as to dar onlr a no~inal~school srstem." 
Of Louisiana, Hc;>n. T. W. Conway, State Superintendent of 
Education, says in a report made in 1871: 
" The antagonism of a portion of the press and a powerful 
class of the people to the constitutional provisions which con-
trol the work of education is too well known to require more 
than a passing allusion. The opposition thus inspired has come 
from a class of men who prefer that the blight of ignorance 
should wither the strength of the state, rather than that the 
benefits of education should be extended under the law and 
constitution as they now exist. Unable . to emancipate them-
selves from irrational , prejudice, by which both intellect and 
conscience have been mastered, and, haunted by the phantoms 
of a regime which has forever passed away, they have maintained 
,an opposition, active or passive, as the circumstances would allow, 
to every advancing step that has. been taken. " 
. From South CarolinlJ" we have, from the pen of Hon. J. K. 
Jillson, Superintendent of Education, the following testimony as 
to the attitude of the press as a reflex of the public opinion of 
the state upon the subject of education. He thus remarks: 
" In many instances the public press of this state has treated 
our free common sc!1001 system with contempt, injustice, ridicule, 
and unfairness. Every public enterprise and interest ought 
always to be open to the fair and just criticisms of a fearless, in-
dependent, and incorruptible public press. Abuse and misrep-
resentation cannot, however, be palmed off as criticism upon an 
intelligent community. There are within our borders a few 
bright and shining examples c;>f a hireling and partisan press which, 
in the good time to come, will only be remembered and regarded 
as relics of a past era of journalistic barbarism." 
In Texas, according to authentic advices received within the 
past six months, there are ,: I. No free schools; 2. The existing 
law provides for nothing which supports schools. It sets apart 
alternate sections of state lands for the purpose, but no money is 
realized from them, nor expected to be realized sufficient to 
support a system of schools; 3. No money derived from taxa-
tion is set apart for schools under 'the present order of things; . 
4. Free schools existed in the state a few years ago under con-
stitutional prc:>visions, but they have since been abolished, and 
the present constitution does not make it obligatory upon the 
Legislature to set apart a dollar of the funds raised by taxes for 
the support of education; 5. The school trust funds were once 
invested in United States bonds, but the last Legislature ordered 
.these bonds sold to realize the money with which to pay for 
their own services, and have caused to , be issued in their stead 
the tiepreciated bonds of the state. This transaction is charac-
terized by a leading citizen of the state as a simple robbery from 
the school fund. Here, then, is another array of facts which 
might be almost indefinitely extended, and to which we ask the 
candid attention of the patriotic and the thoughtful wherever 
they may be found. They have a peculiar significance at the 
present time, but a still more fearful one for the future. 
Our correspondent, "T. J. L.," ofLoxa, Ill., seems quite to 
misapprehend the spirit of the quotation he makes with reference 
to "pushing outward the bounds of knowledge." He asks, 
"How is this? Is this age to be satisfied with what has been 
done? Is it not the duty of the age to avail itself of what has been 
known (is knewn) to find out more of the hitherto unknown?" 
Certainly, most certainly, friend. But what we said was that 
those who in our country pass· under the name" mathemetician," 
very rarely know enough of what is known to have the remotest 
id<;a where the known borders on the unknown, and their pushes 
at the assumed barriers are but crude attempts at the walls which 
shut tpeir own vision in, not at all at the boundaries of human 
knowled~e. Oqr fr\~~q lntlrna,~es ~lw n~cessitr of a, fa.il' ~now, 
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ledge ofthe known in any particular department, in order to a 
legitimate attempt at enlarging the scope of human knowledge. 
This is all we suggested. We will now say that not one in ten 
of those whose names are somewhat extensively known among us 
~s mathematicians can even read anything more than the mere 
alphabet of mathematics. Nor is this at all to their ' or our dis-
credit. Time and leisure are neccessary to erudition. Ameri-
cans have had little of either. They are most vigorously pushing 
outward the boundaries of knowledge, 'tis true; but, in mathe-
matics, it is the boundaries of their own knowledge, not the 
boundaries of human knowledge. Very few among us have come 
near enough the latter boundaries to touch them. Let those 
who have, push them outward with all their might; but our firm 
conviction, based on absolute knowledge of the facts, is that by 
far the large~ portion of us had better be ambitious to come into 
possession of more of the known, that our efforts may be the 
more wisely directed when we think we are struggling with the 
unknown. Nor does this sentiment militate against attempts to 
grapple with pr08lems which , have been fairly stated and fully 
conceded to be as yet unsolved by" those who are competent to 
do such work. But anyone who knows the history of'such 
efforts as are usually made among us knows full well that most of 
them are mere repetitions of efforts which have been many times 
proven to, be fruitless, or whose partial success has long been 
known. Nor did we deny .that there are those among us who 
can do good service in the work of original investigation, and 
some who have already done such service. Our advice was de-
signed for the masses, and not for this special few'. O. 
. 
THE COUNTY SUP~RINTENDENCY IN ILLINOIS. 
IT will be -observed that the changes proposed in the county superintendency law of Illinois are radical ones. If the 
manner of election proposed in Section 13 will remove the office 
from the arena of politics, we shall regard it as an excellent pro-
vision. There can be no excuse for any county not having an 
excellent superintendent, since ' they may call to the position 
any person whom they may desire, without regard to his p,lace 
of residence. By the present method of election, that is practic-
ally impossible. The responsibility for an incompetent officer 
would then rest upon the county boards, instead of that un-
wieldy body, the people of the county. 
There is a good deal of grumbling about the county superin-
tendency. Well, who is to blame? Manifestly the caucuses 
that do the nominating, and the people who ratify their nomina-
tions. Should this bill become a law, there will be an opportu-
nity for the counties to call specialists to the work, and they may 
remove an inefficient superintendent at any time. 
That there should be some standard of qualifications estab-
lished would seem self-evident. Those proposed by Section 14 
are not too high. The determination of those qualifications 
should be by a disinterested party. Who is better qualified 
han the State Superintendent? 
The duties prescribed by Section 22 should certainly be in-
cluded among the duties of the superintendent. Once each year, 
however, is sufficiently frequent for the examination of the books 
of the township treasurers, and an annual report instead of semi-
annual, as provided in Section 23, is sufficient. 
The superintendent should see each school. The duties made 
ncumbent upon him, however, are too numerous for one man to 
perform. This difficulty can be obviated easily. We under-
stand that the comrilittee having charge of the bill consents to so' 
amend the bill as to authorize the employment of a clerk. The 
compensation provided by Section 32 is sufficient to secure ex-
perts for the work. 
Let these provisions become part of the school law. If the 
boards will act in good faith, there need be no' further grumbling 
about inefficient superintendents. C. 
= 
THE STUDY OF THE FRENCH LANGUAGE. 
II. THE GRAMMAR. 
Prof. ALFRED' HENNEQUIN, University of Michigan. 
I DO' not propose to enter into the details of the ,difficult" French Co~rses" that have been published in this country. The chief object an author 
ought to have in view, in writing a French grammar, should be to enable fue 
student really to acquire the means of speaking and writing French. Any-
thing, therefore, unfitted to accelerate one's progress in so doing, ought to be 
studiously avoided. On the other hand, neither space nor time should be 
begrudged, whm it becomes necessary to' enter into the very soul of the lan-
guage. Has this last condition of true success ever been thoroughly observed 
by those who have written French grammars for the English.speaking student? 
I do not hesitate to answer this question in the negative, and wilfprove. it, fur-
ther on, by a few illustrations. 
When Professor Fasquelle wrote his ~ . French Course," in 1850, he resolved 
to have his work differ entirely in its plan from any th~t had preceded it. 
Nearly one hundred thousalld copies of this excellent work have been sold; 
and, though the sale has somewhat decreased, since the' author's d-eath, the 
position this valuable text-book still occupies in our schools and colleges 
proves sufficiently that its merits have not been surpassed by any new French 
grammar. Taking it for granted, therefore, that Fasquelle's French Course 
is, in nearly every respect, the best work in the market for the study of fue 
language, let us see how some very important features of the language have 
been explained. I hasten to say that the same defects I am about to point 
out in Fasquelle's work, exist, in all the other text-books with which ' I am 
acquaIDted. 
The unfortunate Frenchman that fell into a river and said: "I will be 
drowned; nobody shall save me," did not commit a worse grammatical error 
than is usual with our students, when translating from English into French. 
Indeed, there is perhaps no rule that requires more careful attention, and bet-
ter understanding of the genius of the language, than the one explaining the 
proper rendering into French 'of the English expressions, I shall, I will, I 
may, I can, I desire, I must, I know how tOt I am to. The proper use of 
"shall," and" will," indeed, is often violated by those that speak English as 
their mother tongue. If the different shades of meaning of .. shall" and 
.. will " are some of the difficult points in the Engli~h language for a foreigner 
to learn, the correct and elegant usages of vouloir, pouvoir, savoir, dl!Voi1', 
falloir, and the simple future of the verb, are equally difficult for the English-
speaking student. How have these difficulties been explained in the works 
we put into the hands of our students? Of course, I do not mean that the 
authors make no mention of the above verbs, nor of their English translations; 
but is there a single French grammar that brings before the student a carefully 
analyzed table, showing the widely different meanings of the said verbs used 
to translate .. shall," .. will," "may," etc.? If the teacher carefully studies 
the table that follows, and takes notice of the illustrations and , rules given' in , 
connection with it, he will fully realize the importance of dwelling at length 
on this, the genius of the language. 
No. Meaning. 
I. Futurity. 
2. bztention. 
3. Determination. 
4. Command. 
5. Desire. 
6. Possibility. 
7. Probability. 
8. Ability. 
9. Compdmcy. 
10. Obligation. 
II. Nec'essity. 
English 
Verbal Form. ' 
I shall. 
I shall. 
I will. 
Yoil shall. 
I wish (to). 
I may. 
I may; may be. 
I can. 
I know how to. 
I must. 
I am to. 
French Fol'll1,s. 
Future of the verb. 
Future; verb-combinations; Idioms. 
Future; Vouloirwith Infinitive or Subj. 
Future; Vouloir with subj. 
Vouloir with Infinitive or Subjunctive. 
Pouvoir unipersonal reflective with 
Subj. 
PouvOir unipersonal reflective wlfu 
Subj. 
Pouvoir with Infinitive. 
Savoir with Infinitive. 
Dl!Voir .with Infinitive; Falloir With 
Subj. and Infinitive. 
Dl!Voir with Infinitive. 
I . The simple futt~rity is rendered, in French, by the future of the verb, 
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and, therefore, corresponds to the English, I and we shall; thou, he, you, and 
they will. ye domurai, I shall give. 
2. The English future also involves the idea of iT/lmlioll. Likewise' the 
French future tense expresses it/lmliolt; but this shade of meaning of I shaIl, 
etc., is better rendered, in French, by a certain verb·comhination, such as, ]~ 
1m propou de donner .. j~ comple donner>" or by the itliomatic expressions, 
Tai finlm/ion dt dOllner >" j'ai dessein de donner. The real equivalent of 
the above expressions and \'erbal forms could only be given, in English, through 
a verb expressing intention. 
3. If we now invert the English future tense, and say I and we will; thou, 
he, you, and they shall, we' find that these forms express ddermi1,ation and 
("OJ/llnalld. Determinatio.n is rendered, in French, by either the future of the 
\'e~b or the use of vouloir. If the future is .used to express determination, 
great slreis must be laid upon the word itself, and pronounced as here written: 
ye don-ne-rai, I will give. This idea, however, is much better rendered by 
vouloir in the present indicative, and the verb d01mer in the infinitive, e. g. : 
ye veux donner. 
4- If we desire to convey the idea of command, the verb vouloir is to be 
used in connection with the 'present subjunctive, e. g.: ye vmx que tu donnes, 
you shall give. 
S. The English future tense often connects the idea of desire to futurity. 
This meaning is rendered, in French, by vouloir, as explained in 4, e. g.: ye 
"/Ina donner, I desire to give; il veut que ]~ dot/ne, he wishes me to give. . 
6. Though" I may" belongs to the English Potential Mood, it also conveys 
a possible idea of futurity. This fortn is rendered, in French, by the verb 
pguvDir, to be able, conjugated reflectively. I may give, il se peut que je donne, 
il Ie peu! being a unipersonal form, followed by que, requires the subjunctive 
after it. ' . 
7. PrD6a6ility is expressed, in French, like possibility. 
8. The English potential, " I can," expresses mere ability to perform some~ 
thing. It is rendered, in French, by pouvoir, to be able, with the infinitive, 
ye puis donner, I can (am able to) give. 
9. The expression, "to know how to," tells that one is competmt to do a 
certain thing. This idea is rendered, in French, by the verb savoir, to know, in 
in the present indicative, followed by the infinitive mood. I know how to give, 
ye sais donne,.. 
10. Oblig-ation is expresaed, in French,' in many different ways: (I). DevDir, 
to owe, with the infinitive mood, ye dois donner, I must give. (2). Falloir, 
to be necessary, with the subjunctive, II faut que je donne. Falloir, with the 
infinitive, II me faut donner, I must give. In this last illustration, the Eng-
lish nominative is rendered, in French, by the indirect ob]~cI (dative) of the 
personal pronoun I. 
II. Necessity is expressed, in French, like obligation (first illustration). 
We do not claim to have given anything new in this paper; but we believe 
that by bringing together so many difficulties usually scattered ·throughout the 
grammar, if gi:ven, and which usually prove to be stumbling-blocks to the 
student, he will be able to understand better what pertains more to the genius 
of the language than toits grammar. . 
~ETTERS FROM A YOUNG TEACHER.-No. 2. 
SARAH C. STERLING, Michigan. 
IN such an adversative sense have I passed the last week, of which I promised to give you a veritable account, and surrounded by such a 
"correlation of forces," that I have scarcely remembered the promise of 
"mein" weekly" brief." 
.. Mein FraUlein landlady" still persists in her good gifts, for verily where 
would be thine epistles were it not for her kind-soul charities ? 
According to the computation of an ancient European nation, I have taught 
school five nig-hts, and like the" Pius Ai:neas," "my hair stands upon end, and 
my voice sticks in my throat !" 
So much has been said and written of the poetry, of teaching, that one 
scarce expects other than poetical experiences, little thinking of Peggy's tiJw 
locks, (hardly does she " comb her yellow hair for gold," as said our ancient 
Horace of old-time Vassar days,) of the dog's eared primers, soiled with the 
oils of many generations, of the infinitessimal chasms of pants and coats and 
trousers, needing fastenings of thorns and spines, even, like the aborigines of 
Tacitus' Germania. 
Can English language describe the agonies of a life-long existence con-
ver&ed ~nto a week? I h~d started with flying colors to make teaching a life 
labor, but how arduous the task! "Angels are less tender-wise than qod 
and mothers," says Mrs. Browning, and I would add, .. also, teachers." It 
is a high and holy gift to guide the tender feet, yet my heart fails me as I look 
back over these last five days, and then onward to a long series of years 01 
labor. How will my heart grow weary, and my feet ache with. the coming 
burdens! 
My school is a large one and difficult-too large for the paltry sum of thirty 
dollars per month. From eighty to a hundred heads graced the seats of my 
school room upon my first eventful morning. Did not my spirit quail before 
those wondering eyes ? 
We fail to see, in our vision of the school, the rough exteriors, these swad-
dling clothes; a ligbt as of evanescent halos surrounds our first entrance into 
school work-moulded ceilings, and fretted roofs, and fanciful greetings, and 
sweet good-nights j-little do we think how our feet shall wade through the 
mud of centuries, how the clanging of doors, the booming of snow-balls, the 
flicker of window-glass shall, instead, be our first meetings, our first experience, 
over which we shall shed our first tears. Would you like to know of my sur-
roundings in this primeval pinery? Of my school-building and the appurte-
nances thereto? Can pen describe its glories? A tongue utter its wonders ? 
We have no ward schools, as in .most towns, but what should be our Main 
Central building, a handsome structure of fine proportions, is merged into two 
offshoots of supustructures, clap-boarded, occasionally, and painted of divers 
colors. Joseph's coat is no comparison to. its variegated WId brilliant appear-
ance. But the door-stone had claimed my especial attention. A square block 
of bass-wood formed the evanescent theory upon which I was to set my coming 
feet for the future year. Even to-night I stand in the door-way thinking of 
the relics of Neddle's nose, clipping its comer at wholesale, and a scrap of 
Harry's chin being left behind; acting the Good Samaritan I have bound up 
the broken wounds; nevertheles;;, Shakespeare's milk of flowing honey is 
fast ebbing from my veins, and the halo of my life-work is melting into thin 
ether. 
How shall I ever bring order from such chaos, was my first ejaculation upon 
this first Monday morning. How shall I bind up so many broken bones? 
Scuffles and noises, and screams issued from every quarter, as early as 
half past eight, and my room was fille{ with such a turbulent noisy set, as is 
often hard to find, I should hope. My room at this time should have been 
clean and orderly-no children allowed within its precincts until the ringing 
.of the last bell (unless occasionally upon a stormy morning), no loud talking, 
slamming of doors, screaming, and shuffling. Order should reign, as surely 
now as at nine o'clock. The water did not flow in copious streams upOn 
the floor, but what lacketh it? The seats were in terror of being pulled from 
their fastenings, the window curtains flapped in the breeze. The dialects of 
every nation under heaven's sun, gre«;.ted my ears, in fabulous tones. Surely, 
life had taken unto itself an added charm, and a weight as of many nations 
oppressed me. I should say that a rule enforced by the principal, teuding to 
the SUbjugation of some of these divers nations, would be of decided advantage, 
but should I propose it I doubt not so great an innovation by one who bad 
never latlght school would be considered an exceeding irrelevancy. But with 
a little more experience, I hope to order my own surroundings, regardless 01 . 
school-committee men, or trustees, or principal. I had expected to find my 
room swept and garnished, no dust lying upon table or chairs, and at the first 
tap of the bell, that my pupils should file into line, walk quietly into their seats 
without whisper or laugh, or loud word. But such importations seem here to . 
be an unheard of experiment. But in fancy, now, as I write this to you, I hear 
the bell toll out its awakening peals, and as with the rush of mighty wings, 
the troops throng into their seats. They do not rush, they do not burry, it is 
only as the noise of many waters. A bell stands upon my table, but the 
clapper being gone, I am somewbat doubtful as to its efficacy in quelling the 
disturbance. And my bell still stands upon my table, for wh~ would teach 
without a bell, or who could even attempt to enforce discipline without its 
constant exercise? It has been of tbe utmost service to me during my past 
week of trials, for trials indeed they have been I assure you ! A table cloth 
also was upon my table, but awry and stained with ink. An old spelling book 
with both leaves gone-a Testament, granted by the American Bible Society, 
tattered a!ld torn, gnawed and eaten, and looking as if time, with not silver 
tipped wings, had impressed its uneffaceable mark upon its worn pages. The 
dust lay thick upon panel and desk, and the window ledges groaned with the 
accumulation of the centuries. Tnily, I could not commence the day's labor, 
under such adverse beginnings, and bidding one of the larger girls sweep, my 
cambric took the place of duster. In time, I argued to myself, I shall gai~ a 
new power over these youthful spirits, and better beginnings will make the 
day'$ work brighter. Here Wal; opportunity for which I had thirsteil-to instill 
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habits of neatness, thoughts of carefulness. Before another week should close 
each daughter should go home scourIng the golden candle-stick-each day 
should make a new era in my little world-as said the wise Solon of. Athens, 
" He only is happy who ends life well." 
My room at length began to assume a more mediaeval aspect, and I fain 
turned my thoughts to the day's labor, for unexplored regions were round 
about me, and Abyssinian deserts still met my view. I had succeeded in 
arra,nging my room in the most precise order possible. The table-cloth was 
in the exact position of a most perfect paralle\. The speller and Testament 
adorned the right corner of the north-north-cast part of the table, and my 
spri1tg bell ornamented the centre. The children wondered; their eyes wan-
dered from stove to /loor, and from table to teacher, as I took up my tattered 
Testament to say, "Peace I leave with you. Peace 'I give unto you." 
.,. 
Selections. 
RAISIJ\G NEW FORESTS. 
THERE can b~ nothing more evid~nt tnan ~hat t.he fonner prairie parts of southern Mmnesota are f:lSt bell1g supplted With a forest growth. The 
testimony of old settlers is to the effect that, after the stopping of the prairie ' 
fires, a variety of sbrubby and tree-like species began to appear and creep 
over the surface. Generally, the first that appears is a species of willow, 
though in some places the wild apple comes in rapidly. After these, hazel, 
and oak, and aspen, gradually occupy the surface, and give, after a few years, 
the aspect of a forest-covered country, when viewed at a distance. There are 
thousands of acres in Freeborn and Mower counties, of young native timber, 
not exceeding five or six inches in diameter, which has started spontaneously 
since the permanent occupancy of the country so as to prevent the devastating 
fires that formerly raged without hindrance. Instances are known where the 
breaking of the prairie turf, after lying a few years without further tillage, has 
greatly promoted the lodgment of wind-blown seeds, and the establishment of 
an embryo forest. In addition to the spontaneous growth of trees, going on 
over much of the settled portions of the western prairies, the fanners Jtave 
taken the pains, in thousands of instances, to propagate, artificially, the fa~t­
growing varieties, as cotton-wood, Lombardy poplar, and willow, so that now, 
go wher.e you will, one cannot get out of sight any more of a grove of trees. 
-N. H. Wi1zchdl, State Geologist, Miml. 
SOME SPECIMEN COLORED TEACHERS.-A correspondent from George's, S. 
C. writes to the Charleston News a1ld Courier as follows: 
The board of · ex3;m~ners, consisting of Prof. M. C. Connor, our newly 
elected, school commiSSIOner, and Profs. Cantwell and Bellinger, met here 
several days ago for the purpose of examining applicants for the position of 
fr~e school teachers. . Quite a nUT?b.er of per;;on~, both white ~nd. colored, ap-
phed, and were subjected to a ngld exammahon. Several mCldents in this 
connection are amusing and worthy of mention. 
A negro man who foi' two or three years past has been receiving from the 
government the salary allowed a second grade teacher, presented himself and 
was exammed after this fasion : 
Question: "What was the war of 1775-'83 called?" 
Answer: ," The War ef Roses." 
Question: "Who commanded the'British forces during the Revolution ?" 
Answer: "Capt. John Smith." 
Question: "Who commanded the American forces ?" 
Answer: "Gen. Massachusetts." 
Mistakes equally egregious were made in grammar, geography, etc., but, 
as lie particularly boasted of his knowledge of history, I have only given a few 
specimens in that branch. A ne~o woman also presented herself, claiming 
to be a graduate of some college III Charleston, but knew, literally, nothing. 
It i.s needless to say they '\Vere both summarily dismissed. ' " 
WHAT CONSTITUTES A GOOD ENGLISH EDUCATION . ....:.." To read the Eng-
lish language well," said Edward Everett, " To write a neat legible hand, and 
to be master of the four rules of arithmetic, I call this a good education." 
Mr. Everett was correct: for if a man can read the English language well, he 
holds the key which will enable him to possess all the treasures of history and 
science, and all the culture of English prose and poetry. If he can write 
pure grammatical English, he can communicate his knowledge to others, and 
imp~ess his thoughts upon the age. As a master of t,he four rules of arithme-
tic he may not only transact the ordinary business of trade, but explore all the , 
domain of mathematics: A man with this "excellent education " of which 
Mr. Everett speaks, may not be a man of culture, but all culture is within his 
grasp, if he will maka the eff~rt to m~ter it.- Youth's Companion. 
-No sagacity can fdretell what characters shall b!! developed, o~ what parts 
performed, by these boys and girls who throng our streets, and sport in our 
fields. In their tender breasts are concealed the germs, in their little hands 
are lodged the weapons, of a nation's overthrow or glory. Would it not, then, 
be madness, would it not be a sort of political suicide, for the commonwealth 
to be unconcerned what direction their infant powers shall take, or into what 
habits their budding affections shall ripen? Or will it be disputed that the 
civil authority has a 1'ight to take care" by a paternal interference on behalf of 
the children, that the next generation shall not prostrate in an hour, whatever 
has been consecrated to truth, to virtue, and to happiness by~the generations 
that are past ?-yoh1l M. lIfasoll. 
-The consolidation of the leading educational journals in our country is a 
good omen. It means brains, and force, in the attack on ignorance. It 
would make an interesting catalogue if the names of defunct journals could be 
published. Weak and puny children many of them have been. No one re-
joiced at their birth, and few mourners attended their pauper funerals. We 
could name some whose poverty was so great, that no one could be found to 
pay funeral expenses, and so their remains were unceremoniously tumbled 
into coffinless 'graves while the sheriff made the closing remarks. A journal 
to live and do good must have money, brains, independence, and common 
sense. One strong journal will do a hundred times more eRective work than 
ten weak ones.-Natiollal Teacher's Motlthl), . . 
-Rev. Dr. Hill, ex-president of Harvard College, and a well -known and ' 
trusted authority on education, has said that the three things most import-
ant to be taught in the public schools are sound morals, good English, and 
elementary mathematics. The school which teaches these well and thoroughly 
gives a good common school education; the school which fails in either of 
the three makeS a vital failure. The child who has thoroughly learned these, . 
will, since good morals include habits of industry, acquire of its own accord 
all the further education which its abilities and its opportunities allow. 
-Knowledge without practice makes but half a man. 
-Much depends upon the teacher's face. Pupils read it much more closely 
than they do his print~d rules.-C. A. Morey. 
-Professor of Physiology to pupil.-" Why does a mouthful of ice-cream 
affect the 'eye, and sometimes cause tears ?" 
Pupil.-" Because it affects the eye-teeth, I suppose." 
\ 
-The man who talks as if his hand and his stomach were his father and 
mother, (paw and maw,) finds authority for his pronunciation, he says, in Mil-
ton, Par. Lost, Book II., line 847, where Death, the Son of Sin, is said to 
"bless his maw." " 
-ARITHMETIC MADE EAsY.-In Lady Wood's new novel, "Below the 
Salt," one of the characters gives a definition in arithmetic that wiII be quite 
acceptable to our young lady readers. "Edgar is speaking to Pleasance: 
" Now I kiss you three times on your cheek, and four times on your mouth. 
How many did that make altogether ?" 
"Seven," whispered the girl, disengaging herself to breathe more freely. 
" That is arithmetic," said the youth triumphantly. · ' 
"Dear me," said Pleasance, "I should not have thought it." 
Capt. Marryat, in his novel of "Snarleyow," makes one of his charactel'5 
sing a song carrying the same agreeable conceit: 
Then Harry said, "As time is short, 
Addition you must first be taught: 
Sum up these kisses, sweet. 
Now prove your sum by kissing me. 
Yes, that was right; 'twas three timeii three-
Arithmetic's a treat. 
"And now there is another term, 
SU,btraction you have yet to learn: 
Take four away from these. 
Yes, that was right; you've made it out!' 
Says Mary with a pretty pout, 
"Subtraction don't me please." 
Division and multiplication are taught in the same pleasant way, and lhe 
wng ends with, 
"And now we must leave off, my dear; 
The other rules are not so clear; 
We'll try at them to night!' 
"I'll come at eve, my Henry sweet· .. ,' . 
Behind: the hawthorn hedge we'll n:ee~ 
For learning's my.delight!'-Harptr's Magazine 
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THE DETROIT HIGH SCHOOL. 
THE accompanying picture of the new high school building is a faithful engraving from a photograph showing the appear· 
ance of the school and its immediate surroundings. 
THE BUILDING. 
The building occupies a triangular plat of ground at the junction 
of State and Griswold streets, and is a conspicuous object from any 
part of the latter named street to Jefferson avenue. The main 
building has a frontage of 93 feet on State street, and a depth of 
90 feet, exclusive of the tower projection (which is 15 feet in width), 
and is four stories in height, including basement. 
The basement has a clean height of 12 feet, the other stories 14~' 
feet each. 
The foundations are broad and massive-constructed of lime· 
stone and English Portland cement. The basement walls, extern· 
ally, are faced with Columbia stone with a brick backing, set in 
Portland cement. The remainder of the walls are of brick and 
Ohio sandstone dressings. 
The cornices and other roof dressings are of galvanized iron' 
painted and sanded. The mansard roofs are covered with Michi· 
gan slates in ornamental patterns. _ 
The tower in the centre of the main front is 26 feet square, with 
a height of 140 feet. The main entrance is in the tower and is 
reached by a handsome and spacious flight of cut stone steps. 
Entering the building from State street by the main entrance, ,ve 
pass through a portico 12 feet by 16 feet, with a height of 19 feet, 
thence through the vestibule 16 feet by 24 feet, opening into the 
central hall 24 feet by 55 feet. At the back of this hall are double 
doors leading into the" Old Building," which was formerly the 
State Capitol. Access i.~ had to several other floors above by two 
stairways, and to the basement by four stairways; also to the old 
building by doors cut through on each floor. 
The laboratory and chemical lecture rooms are located in the 
basement, and immediately over them, on the first floor, is the 
phjlosophical lecture·room, 24 feet by 34 feet, communication 
being had by dumb waiter and electric wires. On the first floor 
also are the four assembly and recitation rooms of the 12th grade, 
each 22 f~et by 30 feet. 
On the second floor are six recitation and two dressing.rooms, 
for the 9th and loth grades, besides the principal's room, and on 
the third floor is the asserubly room of the loth grade, 45 feet by 
55 feet, and four recitation rooms, the·as~embly rooms. of the 9th and I Ilh 
grades being located in the old building, with which easy communication is 
had. 
There nre seven entrances from the outside to the old and new building 
together, and the d80rs of the new building, outside and inside, all swing 
outward. 
The desks and seats are of Michigan manufacture, the tops of desks cherry, 
the backs and seats having alternate strips or slats of walnut and ash. 
The board-room and general offices are located in the main building, comer 
of Griswold and State streets. 
The cost of the building, including improvements upon the old building, 
heating apparatus, furniture, electrical apparatus, and outside improvements, is 
nearly $65,000. 
The plans and detailed drawings were furnished by R. T. Brookes, archi· 
tect, of Detroit. 
The most noticeable drawback to the building and its appointments is the 
fact that it is located on such a contracted space of ground in the heart of a 
large city, a state of things that necessitates the turning loose of the scholars 
into the public thoroughfare at recess time ' in fair weather and their being 
crowded into the halls and assembly rooms in rainy or wintry weather, both of 
which courses are obviously open to serious objection. Otherwise the internal 
arrangements are, in the main, commodious and weli adapted to the purposes 
for which they are intended. 
THE SCHOOL. 
The school consists of four grades or years, the Ninth to the Twelfth il).clu . 
sive of the course of public instruction in the city. 
Pupils in Ninth Grade-:boys 118, girls 176, total 293; Tenth Grade-boys 
64, girls 119, total 179; Eleventh Grade-boys 43, girls 99, total 142; Twelfth 
( 
Grade-boys 27, girls 70, total 97; Total-boys 247, girls 464; total 7 I I 
Post graduates-boys 6, girls 16, total 22; Grand total-boys 253, girls 480, 
total 733; Percentage of boys to total in each grade-Ninth .40; Tenth ·33; 
Eleventh .30; Twelfth .28; Average per cent. 33+; Average age of Twelfth 
Grade, 17 years; Total number enrolled last year (1875),475; Total number 
enrolled 1874,475. 
It should be noted that the sudden increase in the number enrolled in the 
table (1876) is due to the transfer which has just be~n made of the "Ninth 
Grade" from the different public schools where they were scattered previously, 
to the Central High School as soon as, by the completion of the new building, 
there were sufficient accommodations for them. 
The report of the l'rincipal, just issued, notes the interesting fact that the 
proportion of the w.hole number now in the Twelfth Grade to the number who 
entered that class in the several schools twelve years ago is one to twelve-
not a large falling oft considering all of the possible exigencies of health, 
pecuniary circumstances, removal, incompetency, etc., that may arise in that 
lapse of time. 
For the instruction of these pupils there is employed the following corps of 
teachers : 
Prof. I. M. Wellington, Principal; Prof. E . W. Wetmore, Chemistry and 
Physics; Prof. A Cornevin, French; Major J . S. Rogers, U. S. A. Military; Miss 
M. F. McCauley, Miss Francis Hudson Miss E. M. Hall, Mrs. H. D . Compton, 
Miss Clara Conklin, Miss S. J. Bushee, Miss M. A. Rippon, Miss E. Gillies, 
Miss L. E. Munger, Miss Sarah Rogers, Miss E. L. Baker, Miss L .M. Brom· 
ley, Miss I. E. Ellis, Miss S. F. Hayward, Miss Etta Scott. . 
The school is peculiar in the large proportion of lady teachers employed, it 
being the general practice to man the higher grades. It was held, however, 
by the Superintendent of schools that the extra sum it would be necessary to 
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pay for the element of masculinity could be well saved and the work still be as 
well done. The results in this case have fully justified his theory, as is 
abundantly proven by the excel!t;nt discipline of the school and the steadily 
rising standard of excellence noticeable in all of its grades. 
THE COURSE OF STUDY. 
The Detroit High School, being one link in the chain of public instruction 
furnished gratis to all who will reap the benefit of it, embodies as a matter of 
course, in its curriculum, the studies nece,;sary to enter the Classical, Latin-
Scientific, and Scientific Courses of the State University, with which there 
ex!sts an organic union ;-graduates of the High School entering the Uni-
versity on presentation of their diploma of graduation, without farther exami 
nati,on. 
A PEOPLE' s COLLEGE. 
But besides its position as one in a chain of progressive educational institu-
tions, it holds a unique place in the city. It is literally the ,i People's College." 
But a small. per cent. of the total number of its pupils ever expect to cO;ltinue 
their studies in any other institution, while the bulk of the scholars close-their 
connection with school life forever when they step forth from its walls bearing 
their diplomas. They then step into the rank and file of the busy community 
in which they live to be the merchants and mechanics, the teachers and wives 
of the new generation. Recoglllzing this important fact, the Superintendent 
has,' with a wise policy, arranged a course of study to meet this imperative 
demand, to which the main strength of the school is given. , 
The main features of this course are, th01'ough work in the E1tg lish La1t-
,~~tage, especially in applied grammar and in English literature and composi-
tion; mathematics, through algebra and geometry; history, both ancient and 
modern; , 1zatural science, embracing the elements of botany, phYSIOlogy, 
natural history, natural philosophy, chemistry, astronomy, and geology. Of 
these, the last four with mental philosophy constitute the chief studies of the 
Senior or Twelfth Grade. 
Every facility has been afforded by the Board of Education for successful 
work in these departments, especially in 
NATURAL THILOSOI'HY AND CHEMISTRY. 
Three rooms have been assigned t? this d~artment-one on the main floor, 
a corner room, with a west and south exposure, seated on the circular plan, 
in tiers rising one above the other and capable of seating 100 pupils if neces-
sary. The seats are cane-bottomed chairs placed on the circular ranges, with a 
center aislc. The point taken as the centre from which the circles constituting 
the seats are drawn is located, after the plan of the old Greek Theatre, at a 
short distance beh£nd the position of the teacher; thus no pupil looks directly 
over the head of the one in front. Here is a convenient table of highly pol-
ished black walnut, nine feet in length, and with permanent electric connec-
tion with a powerful winch battery of fifteen cells, arranged in three 
tiers of five each, so that any desired power can be obtained at a moment's 
notice. In one corner of this room is a sink with water. Large black walnut 
cases fourteen feet in length by three feet in depth hold the apparatus of the 
school, still incomplete in some branches, but making rapid strides through the 
generous appropriations of the Board. The apparatus is altogether worth about 
$2,000. A dumb waiter with balanced hoist connects this room with the 
laboratory below. Altogether it is a most admirably arranged room for pur-
poses of instruction in Physics. Immediately beneath, on the grou~oor, is 
the Laboratory, with centre and side working tables, racks and shelves, water 
and sewer connections in three places, sink set in floor in one corner, gas hood 
for conveying into the chimney deleterious and offensive vapors, all of which 
makes it well adapted to work, .the preparation of illustrative experiments, etc. 
The stock of apparatus in this ,department is quite small as yet. 
Opening across a hall from this is the chemical lecture and recitation room, 
seated on the same circular plan as the Philosophical room above. The lec-
ture table is semicircular, concentric with the seats, and is arranged with 
drawers, shelves, closets, a pneumatic cistern three feet long and two feet 
deep, containing two gasometers for oxygen and hydrogen with suitable delive-
ry cocks, shelf for collecting gases, etc., the water and sewer connections being 
made permanent and convenient to the lecturer. Gas connections are made to 
four places on the outer edge of this table and wires communicate with the 
lecture room above, thus rendering the large battery available also in this 
room. 
The whole building is heated by steam from a low pressure boiler. The 
signals for the change of classes, established at the suggestion of Prof. E. W. 
Wetmore, in charge of this department, are given by means of elecfric. bells 
placed in the different halls, all ringing when the circuit is completed m the 
" Annunciator Clock" in the Principal's room, thils insuring the utmost regu- ' 
larity and promptness; a loop circuit and signal button renders it possible to ' 
give extra signals if necessary from the same room. 
Each grade in the school occupies a large room by itself; and has its recita: 
tions on the same floor i\l adjoining rooms. The 'seats ' in these assembly 
, rooms are single and exceedingly comfortable, made by the Michigan School 
Furniture Company, Northville, Michigan. 
T.he seniors (Twe~fth Grade) are massed in three rooms. ' 
I. ' Classical and Latin-Scientific preparatory students. 
2 . French and German divisions. 
3. Pure English studellts. 
The mansard roof story is used as a d~ill room for the boys under the excel-, 
lent instruction ,of Major J. Sumner Rogen;. ' " 
On the whole, the school is equipped with llecdful arrangements for con-
venient !lnd successful work in a m:mller equaled by few-perhaps excelled 
by none-of the same grade in the country; , and the school, entrusted as it is, 
to the care of an excellent and unti,ring principal and a. faithful corpse of 
teachers, is advancing rapidly to the front rank in a manner that promises a 
name and what is still better, a power(ul influence for gOO(\ in the mid,;t of a, 
growing community. . .,., 
PRACTICAL HINTS 'AND EXERCISES. 
Editor, Mrs., KATE ~. FO~D, Kalamazoo, Mich. 
A SUGGESTION. 
EMMA MAY, Clifton, Keweenaw Co., f,1:ichigan. 
,UNDER the present method of teaching reading 'cl~s'ses of th~ p~imary 
, and intermediate grades, the pupil suffers quite as much from an evil 
not mentioned b~ any writer that I kllow of, as from any in the long category 
:of difficulties already presented to your readers ; viz., prescribed reading books. 
It presents itself to me as the root of all the evils which prevent a pupil from 
becoming a good reader. It was not until I had put one class of pupils through 
'the prescribed course, and commenced another, that I discovere:~ what WlL~ 
crushing to my youn~ enthusiasm-that they knew every exercise by heart, 
and could read as well with the book upside down, as in any' other position, 
and with the same amount of interest that might be expected. Like an incu-
bus, this has rested upon me for five years past, and has at last culminated 
in my throwing my weight of woe on th~ W EEKLY, if it will give me a 
hearing. " 
My experience te'aches me that pupils in the successive classes had heard, 
before promotion, all the lessons enfo~ced by the teacher; and all her explana-
tions, and consequently did not feel the interest and curiosity necessary in one 
learning to read ' , 
The fault in the teacher, of which Prof. Olney speaks "is sure to folio\V-that 
of failing to exact correct enunciation, and of neglecting to insist upon the 
pupil's conveying to her the thought of the author; so, although she holds no 
book, she knows every word, and waits to hear the exercise rendered for the 
one thousandth time, with an unavoidable listlessness. It may be suggested 
that the enthusiasm of a " live " teacher will suffer no diminution as she com~s 
in contact with new minds, but when teaclier and pupil have both heard'so 
many times the inspiring fact that" this is a trout; I know it is a trout,fot it 
has red spots on it," nothing less than inspiration can prevent that les~on in 
natural history from becoming tedious. , ' 
A young pupil, too, when he gets his reader, looks it carefully over, 'and' if 
he be at all bright, reads all the stories he cares to read again, and then Alex-
ander-like, sighs for more world~ to,conquer. Now it seems to me that 'inilt-
tention, lack of interest, and careless enunciation, are due directly to the 
fact that pupils are confined to these text-books year after year. " " 
What then shall we have? I am too much in earnest to theorize, neither ' , 
am 1 an agent for a new reader, but I do think there is a folly in ou~ schools 
which is doing its mischief in the department where, of all others, care should"' 
be taken to correct mistakes. What we need are day-school lesso11-lea'lles, 
published weekly for the primary and intermediate grades, ill place -of ihe'se 
time-honored reading books. It is well known that a large per cent. of our 
pupils never go beyond the primary grade, and their future attainments depend 
upon their ability to read, and the desire cultivated wh'tle in sch601 for reading. 
Uur reading books contain little else than stories, and however good they may 
be, a chil<j. eight or ten years of age might be learning something of bqtany; 
physiolOgy, and the events of the day, as well as of good little Jacobs and bad 
little Susans, without excluding any object lessons which the teacher might see 
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fit to pre;ent. Should thi. plan be adopted, I think' Prof. Pickard would not 
very long be able to complain that only ten per cent. of his pupils could read 
a newspaper article correctly, and it would usher in a millennium to the w.eary 
little learners, w.ho tum over and over their old readers, vainly trying to find 
.~methi~g in ihe~ worth going to school for. 
ANOTHER SOLUTION OF THE PYTHAGOREAN PROPOSITION 
1. BCt = BD' +2BD.X DC+ 
DCI. AB'+BCI=2BD"+2BD' 
X DC+DC·. 
II. BDt + BD X DC = 2 ABC .. 
AB· + BC' = 4 ABC + DC'. 
.III. ACt =4ABC+BPi. BP'-
=DC·. AB' + BC. = AC'. 
The above can easily be seen 
by any Olle at all versed in 
geometry, and is, '1 beli~ve, original 
with myself. Can you &iv'e it room 
in the WEEKLV? 
J. A. HOLMES. 
WENONA, ILL., Jan. IS, 1877. 
UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK. 
3.d PREJ.IMINARV ACADEMIC EXAMINATION. MARCH, I, " 1871. 
ARITHMBTIC. 
35 QUESTIONS IN ALL; 28 CORRECT ANSWERS REQuiRED. 
I. Name the first six periods in numeration. 
2. Express in figures, one trillion six thousand. 
3· I million 400 thousand and 50 + 15 hundred + 25 thousand + 120 
thousand 6 hundred and i4 = ? ' . 
3· The subtrahend is 260345, and the remainder' is 72.804 ; what is the 
minuend? . 
5· The factors of a number are 7300.96 and 5.006; what i~ the number? 
6. The dividend is 393i4.76, and the quotient is 7.071; what is the divsor? 
7· What operations may be performed on the terms of a . fraction without 
altenng its value? 
8. If the numerator b~ equarto the denominator, what is 'the value of the 
fraction? . 
9. &w does multiplying the numerator aff~ct the value? 
10. How, multiplying the denominator? 
II. Change 12t to an improper fraction. 
12. Reduce t of ! of ir; ci if to a simple fraction. 
13· Multiply -h of 12t"by 1 of 7t. . 
14· Divide t of It by f of t. 
IS. In what terms of multiplication may equal factors be cancelled ? 
16. In what terms in division? . . ' . 
17. ·I~. A ~ote for $250, dated June 5,' '1874, was paid February 14, 1875, 
with simple interest at 8 per ceni. What was the amount? (Two credits.) 
19· What is ratio, and-20. How is it expressed? 
21. What is proportion, and-22. How ~xpres~ed ? 
23· What are the 1st and '3d terms of a proportion called, a~d-24. the 2d 
and 4th? 
25· What are the extremes of a proportion, and what the means? 
26. Given the means and' one ~xtreme 01 ~ proportion, ho'r may the other 
extreme be found? 
27' Given the firSt, secoll(f'and fourth terms of ~ I?roportion, how may the 
third be found? . . . 
28. In the q~estion: If four tons of coal cost $24,. what will 12 tons cost; 
what is the given ratio? 
29. State and solve ~e proportion given in Q. 28? 
30. Change * = H, to the form of a proportion. ' 
3 i ,32. Albany is 730 44' 5o'~ weSt Longitude: San Francisco is 12~0 26' 
45/1: When: it is n~n at Albany, what 'is the time at San' Francisco? (Two 
credits.) . 
'33· Wha~ will $864:50 ~ount to in two years at 8 per .. ce.nt com. pound 
intere&t ?' : 
34. If 10 ·tons of hay will support 5 horses 8 months, how many horses will 
18 tons support one year? (Solve by double proportion.) 
35. How many men will be required to build 32 rods of wal1 in the same 
time that 5 men will build 10 rods? (Solve by analysis.) 
Notes. 
THIS is the year of small annual reports. Several at hand show a remarka-ble diminution in size as comp.lred with previou, years. The Chicago 
report contains 169 numbered pJ.ges. The b st semi-annual report of Boston, 
dated September, 1876, contains 144 such pages. The San Francisco report 
has 142 pages, while the great city of New York contents itself with a missive 
:of 78 pages. 
-The Authors' Publishing Company, of New York, announce a new work 
by Rev. Wm: 1. Gill, A. M., entitied Christi01' COllc~ption allli Experimu , 
:price one dollar.--MessI>. Henry H 'llt & Co., Ne\v York, have responded 
'to a want 'long felt, and lately quite emphatically ex pressed hy many educator;;, 
in furnishing a weekly series of leaves called Monday Il/oming , to be used in 
'primary grades of schools, to suppl~ment the readers regularly used. Mr., R . 
,D. Rickoff is responsible for the editing of these leaves, and her experience 
will undoubtedly enable her to supply just what is needed in thi, new publica-
tion. The" suggestion" offered by a contributor in another column is here 
at least partially responded to,--The catalogue of Maplewood Music Semi-
nary, East Haddam, Connecticut, represents that institution as affording excel-
.Jent facilities, in a very beautiful location, for ladies who wish to obtain 
superior inusical culture. Prof. D . S. Babcock, Principal.--We are indebted 
to State Superintendent L. L. Rowland for a copy of the Amend~d Srhool 
.Laws of Or~gon. Mr. Rowland is the first S~perintendent of Public Instruc-
tion ever elected in that state, and is proving himself an efficient worker in 
the office.--The Twenty-.fourth report ~f th~ Stlp~ri1ltendent of Public 
Instruction in b •. diana, by James H. Smart, contains a map showing the distri-
bution of school-houses throughout the state, which is an interesting centennial 
feature; also other maps, showing, by counties, the enumeration of children, 
the number admitted to the schools, tpe number of teachers, the number of 
school-houses, the number of school districts, the length of school year in days, . 
schqol-houses erected during the year, location of higher institutions, and the 
distribution of cities and towns. These, with many valuable statistics, some 
historical matter, and brief discussions by the Superintendent, render the 
volume a fitting one for the Centennial year. 
-Mr. Matthew Arnold is ·preparing for the press-to be published by Mac-
millan & Co.-a new edition of his poetry, including his later compositions, 
together with some of his recent papers on questions, of the day which have 
appeared in Macmillan's Magazine .and the Contemporary RevifflJ. The 
same publishing firm announces a small work by Mr. Edward A. Freeman, 
on the" Ottoman Power in Europe: Its Nature, Growth and Decline," uni-
form with his "History of the Saracens;" also a new .theological treatise, 
written by the Rev. Dr. Abbott, entitled" Through Nature to Christ," founded 
on his Hulsean Lectures lately delivered at Cambridge. 
BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS RECEIVED. 
r Any book mentioned in this list may be obtained by forwarding the price to the publishers 
orthe W88KLY.] 
A P/~a for Ilu Restoration in the E;'glish Language of the European Sys-
tem of Orthography. By T. C. MOFFATT, A. M. 
Initiating a Granger. A Farce. By T. S. DENNISON. Good for school 
exhibitions. 
A Practical Grammar. By J. WIGHTMAN. 
Catalogue of the Pm1lSylvania State Normal School, Millersvill~, Pa. Dil. 
EDWARD BROOKS, Principal. 
C.aialogu~ a1.d Circular of the State Normal School at BridgfflJater, 
Mass. ALBERT G. BOVDEN, A. M., Principal. 
Catalogue of the State University at Iowa City, for I875-6. GEORGE 
THACHER, President. . . 
Institute Songs for Institut~s and Schools. By E. ORMAN LVTE, Millers-
ville, Pa. Contains 'good songs, but not especially suitable to teachers' insti-
tutes. 
Catalogue of flu Olzio Central Normal School, I876-7. JOHN OGDEN, M. 
A., Principal. 
Directory .0.1 the ApolI~ Musical Club of Clzicago. '.' A good thing." 
Calalogt!e of Iowa Coluge, I876-7. REV. GEO. F. MAGOUN, D, D." 
President. 
The Educational Weekly. 
Prillcipia, or B asis of Socia! Scimce. By R . J. WRIGHT. 52 4 pages. J. 
"B. Lippincott & Co. Price, $3.50. 
Rules and Regulations for the Grrve1"1l1llmt of the Public Sc.',ools atld Scho~l 
O.!/icers in O'·~!{{m. Compiled by L. L. ROWLAND, Superintendent Pubhc 
Instruction. 
Correspondence. 
VIRGIL OR VERGIl,. 
To THE EDITOR OF THE WEEKLY: 
I AM greatly obliged to Prof. Thomas for ~allmg attention * t? our seeming inconsistency in putting both these spellings on the same htle page, and 
think with him that the point is an interesting one. I ·trust our practice explains 
if it does not justify itself. To put it still more precisely, we spell the names 
in the Latin genitive, PVBLI VERGILI, discarding both the double I and the 
modern form of u. So in the case of Cresar, we give GAl IVLI, while we spell ' 
the name in English Caius Julius . That is, we adopt the form which has 
become naturalized in English, and at the same time recogtzize that which is 
preferred by the more rigid scholarship of the day . In this it seems to us 
hetter to follow, not lead. \\'hen literary writers in English accept VerJ,"!' 
we shall spell so too; at present, it cannot be considered good usage. When 
the standard editions of Shakspeare give us 
" Should I have answered Gaius Cassius so ?" 
we too shall cheerfully spell Gaius. We might even anticipate a little, 
:IS in the case of Sulla as against Sylla, which thirty years ago (I think) was 
quite universal,and which, for one, I still prefer. Very likely Gaius and GlIams 
may in the course of thirty years more supplant our old friends Caius and Ctteius; 
then, I think, it will be time to use them in our English phrases. And, in 
some stlll remoter time, Vir~i! may very possibly give place to Vergil. 
In all these cases, it appears to me, scholars ought to follow the established 
use of men of letters, and not attempt to lead it. So high an authority as 
Merivale seeks in vain to pe.rsuade us to say Pompeius and Cati#lla; our 
obstinate English tongue recurs to the familiar Pompey and Calilille. The 
name Livius stands to us for the old dramatist, and never suggests the famous 
historian. Livy's own tragi cal story continues to be told of the maid Virgi", 
ia, though the scholars, some of them, tell us it should be Verginia; and 
Macaulay's ballad will always, I suppose, read" Lars Porsena of Clusium," 
though Weissenban wants us to spell it Porsitta. And so on. . 
The distinction appears to me a perfectly intelligible one, and a right one. 
The usus quem pelles, etc., is as valid in our own tongue as in any other.' 
Anything that tends to reduce the distance between the scholar and the man 
of letters, I think scholars should scrupulously avoid; especially what 
to the unlearned eye must look like meaningless tricks of pedantry, and an 
esoteric jargon. An excellent and conscientious teacher consulted me once as , 
to whether we should call the English word radius (in geometry) rah.dius, 
now that we give the Roman sound to a. Nobody, I should think, is so wild 
as to talk of Yoolioos Kaysar as an improvement on Julius Ca!sar to an Eng. 
lish.speaking audience; though I have heard a boy say Plah·to. And it would 
be a wretched affectation to utter our national e pluribus unum afte,r 
the "Roman method," or to attempt the same trick with viva voce and a 
fortiori: 
I do not think, either, that the experiments in this way in Greek are very 
encouraging. They all break down somewhere. Mr.. Grote led the way in 
SI)k"ates, but respected English customs in a name so comparatively familiar 
as Thucydides! Mr. Freeman tries hard with Myke"ai and KorkY"a (why not 
Kerkura ?), but stops short at lIfaced01lia; gives us Atttipatros, bUl keeps 
Alexamler . Browning gets us along as far as Olumpos, Phoibos, and Aischttlos, 
with no advantage, that I can see, to poetry. or learning .. There is the excuse, 
in dealing with Greek, that we are transposmg from a dIfferent alphabet, that 
some of our readings have been very perverse, and that scholarly use is vacil· 
lating. But in all these names (except for purposes of pure erudition), I hold 
that it is best to keep the transcripts which we have received from the Latins. 
And for the Latin names, to keep those forms which several centuries' custom 
has made familiar; more especially in the case of so familiar a house·hold 
name as VIRGIL. 
CAMBRIDGE, MASS., January 27, 1877. 
A CALL FOR THE SIXTY.THREE., 
To THE EDITOR OF THE WEEKLY: 
J. H. AI.LEN. 
PERMIT me to practise one of the delights 'of our profession-':'gmmb. ling. 
In the WEEKLY we are treated to valuable 'essays and papers. They are 
generally excellent, and I .bel~e:ve most ~f ~s read the?I. ',,:ith earnestness, but 
there are about sixty.three mdlvlduals, wlthm your balhwlck, from whom we 
have not heard and whose words would be w.orth much. I refer to that 
si,xty·three who' have spent the past fifteen or twen.ty yea~ in public school 
work in the Mississippi valley, who have been makIng theIr wor~ m?re and 
more effective year by year, whose thoughts. an~ study have been ~n dlffe~ent 
directions-some in graded schools, s?~e m hIgh scho?ls, some m t.eachm~, 
some in superintending, and who are hvmg and succeedmg, but keepmg theIr 
opinions to themselves, giving the rest of us no benefit .theref~om, whatever .. 
• See EnUCATIONAL WIlIUI:LY of January 4th. 
Their own town. and cities are, truly, the gainers; they selfishly say nothillg 
that is heard beyond . These people read the sayings of those of us who do 
" rush into print," read, often, what they know to be fallacies and foolishness 
about our work, lay the paper down with a smile, and go on about their work 
with the proud consciollsnes.~ of power and knowledge that we who write do 
not possess. .' 
I know that this is true. I know that the 1IIost successful and able men do 
not send opinions to you for puulication, and it is about this that I am grumbling. 
I f",ar they never will. Many of u~, poor fools, allow our juvenile judgments 
to he put before our brethren . Will YOIl send to each of these sixty· three a 
special note, saying, .. Write 1" , . 
Did I dnre, I would send you the names of a score in Ohio, ~ndiana, lrIi. 
nois, and Wi~consin. J know them. I know that the high school men 
among them can say more in an hour about efficient high school detailed work 
than anyone whose sentences have as yet been printed in the WEEKLY. I 
know that the city superintendents among them know and practice more effect· 
ive discipline daily, with teachers and classes, than those of us who are now 
writing for you have .' ever dreamt of in our philosophy." Thi~ is no reflec· 
tion, either, on your editorials and papers that have heretofore appeared . • I 
want the WEEKLY to be the best paper on earth. This it can never be until 
these people send forth their essays. Let that friend who took charge of; a 
prominent high school when It was low, and now stands at its head as one of 
the best in the land, tell us of the trials and tribulations of his experience. 
Let that man who controls the schools of a great Ohio city, and in the years 
past niade them among the best-the very best in the land-writ~ of his work. 
Let the man who in fifteen years has made a school system, built and paid for 
~200,0<Xl worth of school.houses, enhanced the value of property, had all 
school taxes paid from year to year with pleasure, has no discontent in his 
city oyer school management, and still lives and reigns supreme-let this man 
talk to us about school expenditure. If these fellows pretend not to know to 
whom I refer, I will send their names with the names of the rest of the sixty· 
three. When these people open their mouths, then gladly will the rest of us 
keep silence. I am in earnest. Force them to write for the WEEKLY. 
AARON GoVE. 
DENVER, COLORADO. 
[We can excuse friend Gove; he probably wrote that letter before lie had 
seen many copies of the WEEKLY.-ED. WEEKLY.] 
GRADED READERS IN UNGRADED SCHOOLS. 
To THE EDITOR OF THE WEEKLY: . 
Is a teacher obliged to go into the country school and do the work of a . faculty? Is he obliged to have six or eight grades all in one small room? 
If not, then why is he compelled to use the text· books prepared for the graded 
school? Just to think of it. We use McGuffey's readers, and have six classes 
as the books are arranged. Now to hear the larger, or the higher classes 
twice, and the lower three times or four times a day, which is none too uften, 
requires about twenty·five hours, or one school week! (Figure this for your· 
self.) At least, it requires more time than we have for all the common ~tudies 
of the school, and yet we are asked to teach the sciences!! Arithmetic and 
geography are no exception to the readers, they are nearly as bad . . 
Now it is self· evident that either our books or our time must'be charig~d ; 
we must either teach fewer classes, or work ten hours a day. The latt~r. I 
would rather do than what we are obliged to do now, for then we could Ii~ve 
th'e larger pupils one half of the day, and the smaller the remainder of tlie 
time. This would undoubtedly be better than having them attend s!;hool six 
hours in the heat of the day, when they are so irritahle that they cannot 
study. - J. N. MAXWELl .. 
PEKIN, ILL. 
MOOD OR MODE; WHICH IS IT? 
To THE EDITOR OF THE WEEKLY: 
OUR language has three ways of making a final syllable long; I. Byan· nexing silent e, as in mode, flute; 
2 . By doubling the vowel of the final syllable; as in mood, meet; And 
3. By putting a silent vowel on either side of the last sounded vowel; as 
in tIIeatt, meat, miett, and field. . ' . . 
Now the Latin word ~lodus, manner, or its root, mod, has come into Eng •. 
lish in the two commonest of these four forms, both with an ~ annexed and 
with its 0 doubled, mode, and mood. 
In both fornls its meaning is the same, manner, way, h!lw, fashion: But 
until pedantry or ignorance interfered, good usage confined mode chIefly to 
things cognizable by. the senses and applied mood only to mental states a~d 
other abstract thoughts. And so we distinguish the two words yet. Thus 'we 
say properly that a man has his coat cut a·la·mode, or wears his hair o~  
after the latest mod~, but never after the latest mood. In describing his inner 
or mental condition, however, we say of a man that he is in a merry or a sullen 
mood. And we cannot properly say that he is in a merry mode. Hence as 
the manner·divisions of a verb are not sensuous and outer things' but mere ' 
abstractions, or thought.divisions, early grammarians always called them 
"loods. '._ r 
South, Murray, Wylie, Kirkham, Smith, Brown, ~ut1er, and a thoUSa~d 
others called them moods. 
About thirty years ago, howeve~, an itinerant doctor travelled' through In. 
diana peddling both pills and grammars, and professing to make scholars in a 
course of twelve night lectures. For some reason,:-through sh~er p.ffectation,·I -, 
judge,-he changed the g09d old name ,to mode; and unthinking .'imitators .!' 
have since followed him. But" the old is better." SENEX • 
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EDUCATIONAL INTELLIGENCE. 
Editor, HENRY A. FORD, Kalamazoo, Michigan. 
Home. 
CONNECTICUT.-The Yale Art School has lately receIved some valua-ble additions. The school now offers prizes, two of $100 each and two 
of$50 each, in the departments of drawing and painting, to be competed for 
at the close of the courses provided in their respective departments; in draw-
ing, a prize of $50 for a study from the antique and $100 for an approved 
study from the life ; in painting, correspondi'ng prizes of equal amounts.--
The alumni of Wesleyan University have already subscribed more than $34,-
000 towards tlie $100,000 which is to be the Centennial gift of the alumni to 
thi"institution.--Ex-President Woolsey, of Yale, ha.~ publicly taken ground 
against compulsory Bible-reading in the common schools. 
. MASSACHUSFITs.-The Vi5iting Committee for Harvard for 1875-6 reports 
that the present work in metaphysics is considered insufficient, and it is sug-
gested that Berkeley, Hume, and Kant be added. Philosophy NO.3, "Cri-
tique of Judgment," should supplant Schopenhauer and Hartmann. The 
ethical courses "are characterized with a vagueness and ~Iightness ." In 
history, the several courses should be brought in closer connection, so as to 
have a common center_ Two new courses are recommended, one by which 
a .complete review of Greek culture may be obtained through the English, 
and the: other to be for those who aim at accurate scholarship in this branch of 
language_ Mathematics is not pictured very attractively, and a reduction of 
freshmen work is recommended. In modern languages, the main criticism 
is' on the Gallicized English into which the students translate French.--It 
is estimated that over $35,000. is now due to Harvard college from students who 
have never repaid what they borrowed from it to help them through their 
<;ourse. In his last annual report President Eliot states that the majority of 
these debtors are in the ministry, and takes strong ground against the exten-
sion of the beneficiary system.--Dr. Hopkins, of Williams, has assigned to 
each member of the senior class the task of presenting before the class a con-
densed account of the life and theory of some prominent philo~opher.--The 
report of the Boston School Committee . says, in regard to an unfounded 51·ate-
ment that the " time devoted to drawing in the schools has been cut down and 
the course of study considerably circumscribed, that anyone who will com-
pare the programme of instruction for 1875-6 with that for IS76-7 WIll see 
that in both the all9tted time is two hours per week in the primary, latin, and 
high scJlools, and one hour and a half in the grammar schools_ They will 
further see that the ~ubjects taught are . identical, viz.: Freehand, models, 
memory, design, geometry, and perspective. Tbe only change is in the dis-
tribution of subjects and the order in which they are taught in the grammar 
schools, where the February promotions, under the last year's programme, 
involved waste of material in case books were left half completed' at the time 
of promotion, or confusion caused by the carrying of such books into a higher 
class, and the consequent use pf two sets of books in that class. By the pres-
ent pragramme, which has now been in operation for several months, these 
difficulties were removed, and the smoot~ working of the instruction given 
was insured. Much thought was bestowed upon the matter by the d irector of 
drawing, who deserves the thanks of the committee and the masters for the 
successful solution of a problem of no little difficulty."--The Boston School 
Board has under consideration two new rules . One of them raises the age of 
admission to primary schools to six years. The other reduces the hours of 
work in them to three each day, with a recess of thirty minutes, from half-past 
ten to eleven, so that the daily session will begin at nine and end at half-past 
twelve o'c1ock.--The cost of tuition per pupil in the Boston schools is three 
times that of twenty years ago. 
-----------------
Foreign. 
BULGARIA_-One of the Chicago papers remarks that the Bulgarians can not be such savages after all, as they have established, independently 
of government aid, a sort of free-school system. Nearly all classes know how 
to read and write, and the people are represented as industrious, honest, and 
peaceful. This system of education comes from the work of English and 
American missionaries_ 
CANADA.-It is stated that the Government Military College in Canada has 
very few students. There does not seem to be the anxiety there to get free 
instruction in miliary science that prevails in the United States.--The school-
board of Halifax have agreed to make the following conces..ions to the Cath-
olics in relation to the _public schools: "None but Catholic teachers are to be 
appointed to or employed in the schools where the pupils are now exclusively 
of that denomination. No Catholic teacher shall be employed in any other of 
the public schools_ The Catholic teachers are to be appointed on the recom-
mendation of the Catholic members of the school-board, and the non-Catholic 
teachers on the recommendation of the non-Catholic members. The high 
school is excepted from the operation of these rules!' 
EGYPT_-The United Presbyterian Church has excellent boys' and girls' 
schools attached to its mission at Mansoura, 011 the' Delta, In the former the 
senior teacher is a converted Abyssinian, and the other is a-Syrian-both' of> 
them finely educated. The average. attendance last year w.as 47. Of these 
over a third are Copts; nearly a half Muslems, Jews, and Catholics, in nearly 
equal numbers; and the remainder Greeks, Protestants, Armenians, etc. The 
course of study is about the same as that of a country or village school in this 
country, except that the language is Arabic, and instruction is added in read-
ing and writing in English for those who desire it, and a lesson is given every 
day in the Scriptures and a short exercise in singing. The girls' school for 
the past few months has had an average daily attendance of about 35.--The 
schools at CaIro are preparing to occupy a new and larger building. The old 
school houses are uncomfortably crowded. In the Girls' H igh School there 
are 14 boarders and 17 day scholars. All the boarders, two teachers, and the 
matron sleep in one room. 
FRANCE.-A singular incident, exhibiting the close relation of education 
and religion in foreign countries, recently occurred in Aix. A popular vil-
lage schoolmaster having been removed at the instance, as was believed, of 
the priest, and the Bishop having refused to listen to their complaints against 
the latter, 150 of the inhabitants, with the Mayor at their head, have turned 
Protestants, and have obtained a pastor from Lyons. 
GERMANY.-The German educational statistics show that in Saxony one 
out of 1,194 of the total male population is in actual attendance upon a univer-
sity, while in Prussia the proportion is one to I,328.--The University of 
Berlin has this season 2,490 students-the largest number of its existence.--
Prof. Buecheler, of Bonn, has declined a call to Leipsic to occupy the chair 
of Latinity, filled by the late Prof. Ritschl, and the students of the former place 
were so overjoyed that they paraded the streets with a torchlight procession 
and had the most enthusiastic demonstration known in the city for years. 
STATE DEPARTMENTS. 
Iowa. 
Editor, J. M. DEARMOND, Davenport. 
THE school fund of Iowa is derived from the following sources: I. The Congressional grant of the sixteenth section in every town-
ship in the state. 2. Congress donated five hundred thousand acres of other 
land to the state for school purposes in 1841. 3.-Congress also donates five 
per cent. of the price received for public lands sold in Iowa, to the state for 
school purposes. 4. The proceeds 'of all sales of intestate estates which 
escheat or· forfeit to the state. 5. The proceeds of fines imposed for breach of 
the penal laws of the state. 6. All forfeitures in cases where usury is proved 
to have been required in the loaning of money. 7. The proceeds of sales of 
lost goods and estrays_. 8. A county school tax of not less than one mill, and 
not more than two and a half mills on the dollar, levied by the board of 
supervisors on the taxable property of the county. The permanent school 
fund which is derived from the first four sources is under the general manage-
ment of the auditor of the state. The amount of this fund in 1875 was $3,363,-
961. The law provides that the school moneys shall consist of three funds,-
a teachers' fund, a school house fund, and a contingent fund. 
-We met him the other day, arrayed in the full panoply of his matchless 
self-conceit. We mean the man who had a" sum" that he wanted some one 
to work. It was deemed the very personification of difficulty itself. He 
thought that maybe we would like to look at it just a minute. The master in 
his" deestrict" could do anything in Ray's Third Part, yet he couldn't ex-
actly see through this" sum." It wasn't so hard, but then it was "puzzlin' ," 
so the master said. It could be done by Algebra, so the master in his" dees-
trict" said, but he wanted it ciphered out in 'rithmetic.-The garrulous old 
bore talked on in this strain of unimpassioned eloquence. He wants to be 
elected school director and that is his mode of electioneering. It would be 
cruel, not to say unjust, to deprive his" deestrict " of the distinguisbed honor 
of having the highest authority in school affairs vested in the citizen willing to 
sacrifice his own interests for the public welfare. 
-Out in Green county, a few weeks ago, two school-boys had a quarrel, 
and the one drew a knife and drove the blade three and a half inches into the 
others forehead. A short time ago some boys planned to break up a spelling 
school, in the northern part of the state. During the disturbance which en· 
sued one boy drew a revolver and shot another in the thigh. Week before 
last some boys tried to disturb an evening school not far from Davenport, and 
fought the teacher who requested them to leave. One of the young ruffians 
was caught and fined ten dollars. These evidences of youthful depraVIty are 
not rare occurrences. . Hence we are forced to the conclusion that there is 
something radically wrong in the home training of our youth. One does not 
need to travel much in order to become acquainted with the lawlessness of 
children. There is an almost complete absence of that deference and respect 
for the rights and counsels of those older than themselves, which used to be 
considered the prime requisites of good breeding. These young desperadoes 
will trample upon ladies' dresses, elbow gentlemen aside who are engaged in 
conversation, crowd and jostle the aged, the infirm, the lame, and the blind. 
They are too often completely forgetful of the commonest requirements of 
courtesy and civility. This, we fancy, is the natural and legitimate fmit of the 
superficial training, most in vogue among parents. Let children be taught the 
lessons of truth and obedience, of honor and honesty, of self-sacrifice and self-
denial around the hearth-stone. Let them know that these are the brightest, 
the noblest and the best of gifts-the choicest jewels in the crown of man-
hood ana womanhood. If the home training be of this kind, the daily jour-
nals will chronicle fewer instances of youthful folly and crime. 
Miss Sue H. Claggell, of Keokuk, has written a novel entitled" Her Loy. 
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ers." It will be issued by Lippincott & Co., of Philadelphia, in May. Her 
friends who have read the manuscript say it is a work of force and character. 
--The members of the Davenport Academy of Science are in high glee 
over some stone tablets recently dug out of a mound near the city. These 
tablets, three in number, are profusely embellshed with hieroglyphics, which 
no one has yet risen to explain or decipher. These relics of a bygone age 
were found in the same locality in which the cloth-covered copper axes were 
dug up two years ago.--The Women's Centennial Association of Daven-
port, offered to publish the first volume of the proceedings of this society. 
The result of this offer is a handsome book of 284 pages, and 36 
finely engraved plates .. --The ladies of the Davenport Library Asso-
ciation have inaugurated Blue Tea parties, to which they invite all their 
friends and members of the society. A good supper, good music, short 
speeches, and a "wierd, beautiful, thrilling melodrama," are among 
the chief attractions.--The Dubuque Board of Education has ordered 
that all the colored children attending the public schools of that city shall be 
transferred to one school-room. Hitherto they attended the school in the ward 
in which they resided. The Board thinks this will materially benefit the 
colored chihlren.--The University students listened to one of Dio Lewis's 
talks last week.--Prof. Jesse lIIacy, of Iowa College, delivered a fine lecture 
in Montezuma a few evenings ago. His subject was, " The Historical Green- . 
back; Its Curse and Blessing." The lecture is highly spoken of by those who 
heard it. Prof. Macy is a clear, logical thinker-a genial gentleman and 
scholar.--Iowa boasts of 1,481 post-offices.--Superilltendent Clemmer 
reports the schools of Scott county in a very good condition. He has furn-
ished us with the following items, pertainina to the schools of the county: 
Number of pupils enrolled, 8,959; a:erage attendance, 5,417; number 
months of school, 8.4; number ungraded schools, 101; number of graded 
schools, 14; number of teachers employed 206· number of teachers examined 
256 ; number of frame school-houses, 96; nu~ber of brick school-houses, I I ; 
number of. stone school-houses, 6; amount paid teachers, $94,762; average 
amount p:ud male teachers per month, $47.70; average amount paid female 
teachers per month, $38.03; average cost of tuition per month, $1.95; value 
of school property, $382,75o.--The following is the report of the Bellevue 
schools for. the month ending February 2d, 1877: Number enrolled, 278; 
average dally a~tendance, 231.6; numbcr neither absent nor tardy, 59.--
W. W. WY!le I~ the efficient Superintendent of the Lyons public schools. 
The followmg Items are from his report of Febrnary 2d: Vvhole number 
enrolled, 85 I; average belonging, 667; average daily attendancc, 628.6; per 
cent. of attendance, 94.2; number of tardinesses, 56; number neither absent 
nor t:;rdy, 459 i nu~ber of visitors, 41.--Miss Sud low's report for January 
contall~s these Items III regard to the Dayenport schools: Average number 
belongmg, 3,436; average number attendmg, 3,21 I; per cent. of attendance 
93; per cent .. of tardiness, .6; number studying German, 2,234; averag~ 
number belongmg to each room, 52; number of promotions from grade to grade, 
276.--The Ft. Dodge schools have suffered from the diphtheria which pre-~ailed there this winter. The total enrollment for January was 648. Belong-
mg, 361 ; average attendance, 295. There are seven pupils in the senior 
class of the High School. 
Michigan. 
Contributed by H. A. FORD, Kalamazoo. 
PRINCIPAL HAYNES, of the Birmingham Union, has been sick of late, and Prof. Webster has taken his place temporarily.--Mr. G. H. Hously 
has been appointed principal of the New Clinton School, Detroit, and Miss S. 
Hartmeyer, first assistant. The old Third Ward School has been closed, and 
the teachers therein transferred to the Clinton. Mr. N. A. Markham has been 
confirmed as principal of the Jefferson, vice Miss F. Wingert, granted leave of 
absence.--Prof. Tenbrook, Librarian of the University, recently delivered a 
lecture before the State University, on "The Educating Power of Libraries." 
--The wife of Prof. Olney, of the University, slipped and fell on Snnday 
night, the l!th ult., a~ she was coming. out of her house, on the way to church, 
and broke her arm Just above the wnst.--Prof. Wm. P. Wells, of Detroit, 
has been secured by the law stndents of the University, to deliver the partin" 
address to them at tbe close of the year. The Senior Laws have chosen M~ 
J. W. Castle, of Stillwater, Minn., master of ceremonies for Commencement 
day.--Prof. Patte~gill, pri~cipal of the Ann Arbor High School, has been 
unable to perform hiS duties III the school-room for some time, on account of 
sickness. In the meantime, his place is filled by Mr. O. Varlo, a graduate of 
'75, and now pnrsuing post-graduate studies in the University.--Pr:lf. N. 
Schanz, Director of the German-American Seminary, Detroit, was recently 
fined $8 in a police court, for undue punishment of a pupil.--Superintend-
ent E. K. Hill, long a prominent teacher in this state, is now in charge of the 
high school at Marysville, Cal., at a gold salary of $1,800 per year.--The 
vacant principalship of the Holly High School has been filled by the appoint-
ment of William Thomas, a recent graduate of the University.--The sad 
news has been received at Decatur, that Prof. S .. G. Burked, for years the suc-
cessful Superintendent of Schools in that village, has become insane from soft-
ening of the brain. He is an inmate of the famous Water-cure, near Dans-
ville, N. Y.--Milo D . Campbell, formerly Superintendent of Schools for 
Branch county, has recently opened a law office in Quincy.--P. G. Hull, a 
graduate of the State Normal School, and lately an instructor in the In'diana 
Normal School, has begun the teaching of vocal music in Jackson.--Ezekiel 
Flanders, the first schoolmaster in Kalamazoo county, died in Comstock, on 
the 22d ult.--The Committee on New Sites and Buildings has reported to 
~hc Pctroit 1301lr4 of ~dl!Cl\tion thl1,t ~ new school-house in the Thirt~~Qfu 
Ward is a necessity, and recommend that $30,000 be asked for it. Telegraphic 
instruments, to the value of $40, have been ordered for the high school. On 
tbe public library estimates for the ensuing year are: expenses, $188,850; 
receipts, $190,970. The scbool building expenditures are estimated at $57,-
ooo.--Some years ago, says the Adrian Times, Prof. Payne asked the teach-
ers of the Central building to send him in a list of "incorrigibles," or those 
boys who were considered unmanageable. Eight names were sent in. One 
of those boys is now in State Prison, serving out a two years' sentence. 
Another has recently returned from a year's residence at the House of Cor-
rection.--Superintendent Smith, of South Haven, according to the Sentinel, 
has taken several revolvers from the pockets of his pupils during this term. 
The same paper says that "near Hartford (in the same county), the other day, 
a smart boy by the name of Hugh Warren, accidentally (?) discharged his 
revolver in school, and but for the fortunate absence from her seat of one lit-
tle girl, she would have been shot."--The students of the Niles High School 
wa.xed rebellious, by reason of the failure of Principal Mitchell to grant . t,i).l;jr 
petition for a half-holiday on Washington's Birthday, and almost unanimously 
"bolted" the school for the afternoon. They played base ball for a time, and 
then marched defiantly around the school grounds, singing" songs of liberty." 
A correspondent of the South Bend Register supplies the sequel: "Double 
lessons were assigned on Friday morning, but failing to commit them the 
pupils were informed that they would be detained Friday afternoon and even-
ing till the work' was done. With this view of the case both teachers and 
pupils went in the afternoon with lunch baskets containing supper. Night 
spread her sable curtain about the earth, and by the light glimmering from the 
upper windows of the temple of science, we knew those devoted worshippers 
still bowed at her shrine."--The village of Galien, Berrien county, which 
lost a new school-house by fire, some months ago, has another already. This 
-one is of brick, with about 300 sittings. The town Superintendents of -Schools 
in Ingham county, had a meeting at Mason, on the 17th ult. \Ve have no 
report of the proceedings.--The Executiue Committee of the Van Buren 
County Teachers' A~sociation has decided to hold a three days' meeting the 
first or second week in Afril, at either Bangor or Breedsville. 
Indiana. 
Editor, J. B. ROBERTS, Indianapolis. 
WABASH COLLEGE.- The LoganspOit Journal commenting upon the recently issued catalogue of Ihis lllstitution, speaks warmly in favor 
of western institutions for western boys, and then proceeds to give a series of 
suggestions, under three heads, for the better adaptation of the college course 
to western needs: 
1. It suggests that it would be better to devote the entire five terms now 
appropriated to the study of modern langnages to German alone, rather than 
to divide it between the German and French. . .. 
2. It complains that science finds too small 'a recognition. It asks that, 
after the Freshman year, Greek be made an elective study, and that those who 
propose to follow other than purely scholastic pursuits, be permitted to take 
science and philosophy in place of Greek, and that no discrimination be made 
between the two courses in the awarding of degrees. 
3. It urges the establishment of a thorough course in political and social 
science and history. ' 
The article is evidently written by a man who understands well the drift of 
public sentiment in regard to the higher education, and who is withal fully in 
sympathy with the college and its work. . 
HOOSIER SCHOOLMASTER REDIVIVUS.-The school ma'am of District N0.7, 
Perry township, Miami county, has just passed through the ordeal of a.trial 
before the august person of the town trustee, upon a charge einbracing four-
teen counts, preferred 'by certain patrons of the school, lawyers being em-
ployed on both sides. The charges were preferred in writing. A few of 
them have been excerpted and appear below: 
" charged fo~ not explaining examples to schollars neither ori black board 
nor on the slate." '. 
"No.3 charged for allowing the schollers to leve school during school 
hours pleying on the ice during school hours and going around the house and 
looking in at the windows during school hours." . 
" charged for telling ~me certain schollar that he had 'better go home apd 
learn that example." 
" charged from the schol1ers that while visitors were ther the order wes tol-
erbly good NO.1 and during their absence it was very bail ·ordder." 
" charged for leaving the schollors to control themselves in time of school 
and talking t<? young men in time of school hours seated herself on the$eet 
with different young men while the classes were reciting." 
Our heorine was triumphantly vindicated on all these counts, and several 
more of the same kind, except the one of sitting on the same hench with a 
certain nice young gentleman. -
It is hinted that certain other nice young men, who did not happen to be so 
highly favored, being moved by a spirit of envy, stirred up their fathers to 
make this onslaught upon the good name and reputation .of the fair Ho'osier 
Schoolmistress. . 
REQUIESCAT IN PACE.-No longer shall the sleep of the Eather. of His 
CQu.ntry be rudely disturbed by unseemly demonstrations in .honor of his birth. 
The State Superinte~den~ of Indiana has officially dec1arc:d that, in· this sec-
ond century of Amencan mdependence, the twenty-second of February is not 
a legal holiday. 
. H~nC;f{fQrthl th~ ped~o~ic lIlil! ~yill grillcl on ~ UpOIl qtq~r dars, auc:\ 
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'Young America will feel one inducement less to reverence the memory of the I· tinue in service until the end of the month, and did so. At this meeting they 
great and good G. W. presented a protest from several leading citizens, and also from the school-
principals against dispensing with their services. They were re-instated, and 
BUTLER UNIVERSITY is now the designation of the late North Western the Board .adjourned to next evening to consider the question of a reduction of 
Christian University, located at Irvington, a suburb of Indianapolis. The salaries. At the adjourned meeting a reduction was adopted, which it is 
new appellation has been adopted by the trustees brevitatis gratia, and also in hoped will enable the board to meet its obligations. 
honor of Ovid Butler, its chief benefactor. Mr. Butler has devoted many 
ye~ Qf his life to the building up of this institution, which is now in a very 
prosperous condition, and he has -also given to it directly, donations to the 
amount of nearly one hundred thousand dollars. 
THE ROD NOT SPARED.-The town of Lebanon, Boone county, is happy 
in the possession of a public school teacher with the nerve to administer Sol-
omon's correction to twenty pupils in a single dry. The town paper and three 
of the clergymen got up an indignation meeting over the matter. The 
teacher, however, was sustained by the superintendent, the board, and a large 
number of the citizens in public meeting assembled. 
Kentucky. 
Editor, J- B. REYNOLDS, Louisville. 
VOCAL MUSIC IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 
IF the fundamental object of education be to make man happy, and to give him the power of conferring happiness upon others, there is no study 
more proper to be taught in the public schools than vocal music, for there is 
no branch of study that in its immediate elTects is more contributory to human 
happiness than is vocal music. It gives to youth pleasant evenings at home 
or in good society, out of the reach of bad influences of the street, and thereby 
promotes famliy enjoyments. Being an element of public worship, a training 
in vocal music conduces to attention to, and observance of, religious teachings, 
thu~~~.nding to moral and resthetical development, and elevation of the mind 
to itlfals of purity and excellence. A child cannot familiarize itself with 
beautiful sentiments without receiving into its soul some of the hallowed, 
in~uences thereof. Most especially is this true of religious song, which por· 
trays' to the mind in lasting tuneful numbers impressions of soul· aspirations 
ma,King better every hearer who essays to actualize within himself a concep· 
tion of cis relation to divinity. As the individual is elevated the state is bene· 
fitted. From individual elevation the benefits extend to the family, thence to 
the neighborhood; neighborhoods coalesce, and the whole community receives 
the blessing. These !Ire some of the results of 'culture in vocal music. 
Again, if education be the power to concentrate all of one's faculties upon 
a given point, and to do the best possible at a given time, scientific culture in 
music certainly is advancement in the right direction. The rythmics of music 
have justly been called the poetry of mathematics. Vocal music possesses 
advantages in a sanitary point of view not claimed for the other prescribt:d 
studies. Persons who have given close attention to their own health and to 
the-health of others, will testify that the exhilirating and strengthening elTects 
of singing have been far more beneficial than doses of drugs and dye-stulTs. 
It is probable that if any class in the public schools, say a primary class, 
should every day be taught scientifically in vocal music and elocution for ten 
years,. or during the period of school-life, the development in health, manners, 
and resthetical culture, would be so manifest as forever to set at rest all ques· 
tion as to the importance of vocal training in the public schools. 
The time bestowed upon music is not lost to other branches; it IS like a 
receSs from which the pupils return to their other studies rested in body and 
mind, and better prepared for study. More can be accomplished with it than 
without it. It is a matter of record in cities where pupils are examined in 
vocal music, as they are in other branches, that those who make the greatest 
progress in general studies during the year, also stand best in music. 
As long as musk continues to be an element in public worship, so long will 
choirs be needed. The children are the material from which to obtain the 
needed supply of singers, and to many of them it will be a means of subsist-
ence. There are in all large cities many children of poor parents, who, by 
singing in church choirs, obtain the means to clothe themselves decently. 
They have received all their education in music in the public schools. Is 
grammar doing as much for any pupil? Culture in vocal music assists in 
making better readers, in training the ear to catch sounds of language, in 
developing the higher resthetical faculties, in promoting health and morality. 
A knowledge of vocal music adds to the elTective power of every teacher. 
This fact is recognized in Germany, where every public school teacher is 
required to have some practical knowledge in music, and to pass an examina-
tion therein. This is the case also in ;Boston and Chicago. 
Music notation is a kind of' universal glossic not confined to anyone lan-
guage or country, out can be understood by people of every language and 
country. In fact, true educational progress demands cultivation in vocal 
music as well as in anthmetic. ' 
The regular meeting of the School Board of Louisville, Ky., was held 
Monday evening, February 5th. M'ajor ·Wm. J. Davis, ex-editor of Hom~ 
and School, one of the journals merged in THE EDUCATIONAL WEEKLY, was 
elected secretary. His salary .will be $2,700 per annum. It is a matter of 
congratulation that Major- Davis will continue to be identified with Louisville 
teachers, as he has for the past five years been doing valiant work in the canie 
of education, though not directly connected with the schools. 
At a previous meeting of the Lovisville School Board, a resolution was 
adopted to dispense with the services. of the special music teachers, and they 
were given the necessary notice to quit. They, however, determined to con-
To. S. T. B.-Your maps and globes may be protected by covering them 
with a thin varnish made of india-rubber (virgin) dissolved in ether. The 
solution should be very thin and must not be exposed to the air unnecessarily, 
else the ether will evaporate and leave the rubber in the bottle. 
To l\L J .-Dr. Henderson has decided that the board of examiners of a 
county mayor may not at their option select a series of text-books to be used 
exclusively. Where the board does designate a series of books, selected from 
the list recommended by the State Board of Education, the trustees and teach-
ers of the county are bound to use such books for at least two years after notice 
of such selection. 
M. McIntyre, of Hartford, Ohio county, Ky., proposes to let h~ school par-
take somewhat of the character of a training school during the spring session. 
This is right. Many teachers who have finished thcir fall and winter schools 
w"uld be glad to avail themselves of such special courses if they could be 
accommodated in the county academies. Prof. Vance, at Carlisle, ~nd others, 
havc hitherto pursued this plan and have found it to succeed admirably. 
Minnesota. 
Editor, O. V. TOUSLEY, Minneapolis. 
SCHOOLS AND TEACHERS.-Two parties, each expressing a complaint on a common subject, and one suggesting a remedy, are entitled to be 
heard. Superintendent Goodrich, of Anoka county, says : 
"We are well supplied with teachers and the only complaint that we make 
is, that many of them are novices, young and inexperienced. How this is to 
be remedied I am not entirely prepared to say. We Americans are versatile, 
and not inclined to stick to one particular thing any too long. Occasionally 
we meet with a person who follows teaching as a profession, but the number 
of such is very limited. This fault will probably continue as long as teaching 
furnishes huta pittance, and not a comfortable living. Most of the larger villages 
and towns are able to pay a fair salary; enough for a respectable, substantial 
support. but with the common school districts, it is far otherwise." 
Superintendent Kirk, of Blue Earth county, remarks as follows: 
" Another hindrance to the success of the schools is the frequent changes of 
teachers. Teachers too often take hold of the responsible work of instruction 
as a temporary make-shift. But the teachers are not to blame more than 
their restless and fickle minded employers. A spirit of change seems to per-
vade society, and an old or permanent teacher is an anomaly. . 
" In Europe, teachers and other servants rise in public estimation as they 
advance in years and accumulate experience. In our country they depreciate 
in the ratio of their age and wisdom. The evils which flow from many 
changes of teachers are well known, but nothing is done to cure them. 
" Let a law be passed forbiddin~ districts to hire teachers for a shorter time 
th.ln one year. Let us all work to convince the people that teachers, like 
certain judges, should be employed dllTing good behavior." 
In the WEEKLY of January 11th, an editorial article gave forcible expres-
sion to a thought which should interest every American. It is time that the 
modern languages were introduced extensively into our schools. For the 
credit of our educational system, for the fair name of our American culture, 
it is a subject which should receive serious attention. 
The discomfort and inconvenience which the general ignorance of the 
knowledge of European languages brings to travelers, although a point of 
importance, is not by any means the only point. 
Man is judged from outward appearance. A gentleman may be superior in 
calculus or the classics but if he blunders and blushes over his bill of fare and 
stands helplessly abashed before a Parisian lady in no way superior to his 
wife or sister, he is but little credited for his culture and much for his Ameri-
can boorishness. Our young ladies, whose education as 'a general thing is 
much more thorough and scientific than that of their fair rivals over the sea, 
are put in a very unfavorable light by their ignorance of what constitutes the 
test of lady-hood. I think I am not expressing myself too strongly in stating, 
that although a woman may be refined and educated she is not a lady unles~, 
(according to England, France, and Germany), she is accomplished in lan-
guage. She must not only converse fluently and with correct pronunciation 
in her own tongue but must be as conversant with .two or three others of the 
polite languages. . 
It is for failure in this one thing that American ladies· who are confessedly 
fine scholars, even specialists, are obliged to yield to their English rivals when 
competing for positions as educators in Germany or France. 
Money enough is spent in private lessons; the trouble is, as a usual thing, 
the lessons are taken after the hahit of study is dropped and one is in t1:ie hurry or 
the excitement of preparation for travel. We as Americans cannot take our 
places among the cultured of the world until, learning French and Gennan in 
our puhlic schools, the .multitude who travel and who really are the representa-
tives of America, will have so assimilated the polish of foreign influence that 
they can easily glide into the society they are fitted to enjoy and to ado·rn. : 
... ~ 
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